Possible relationships between plasma carbamazepine-10,11-epoxide levels and antimanic efficacy and side effects in patients with schizoaffective disorde.
We examined the relationships of plasma levels of carbamazepine (CBZ) and its two major metabolites, carbamazepine-10,11-epoxide (CBZ-E) and carbamazepine-10,11-diol (CBZ-D), with antimanic efficacy and side effects in patients with schizoaffective disorder. Positive relationships were found among plasma concentrations of CBZ-E and the degree of clinical improvement and side effects, whereas neither plasma CBZ nor CBZ-D levels were correlated with the degree of clinical improvement or side effects. Copyright 2000 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.